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The Dana Point
Headlands

The Dana Point Headlands is a coastal promontory rising from
the Pacific Ocean, with Dana Point Harbor to the south and

Strand Beach to the north. The combination of the mild southern

California climate, ocean influence, unique geology, coastal sage,
and coastal bluff scrub plant communities creates a unique
habitat that is home to rare and endangered plants and animals.

The Dana Point Headlands Conservation Area encompasses
approximately 60 acres and is comprised of:

e Harbor Point Conservation Park, with a trail that overlooks the

Dana Point Harbor and includes the Nature Interpretive Center

e Hilltop Conservation Park, south of Pacific Coast Highway, pro-
viding trails with scenic panoramas of the City of Dana Point

e South Strand Conservation Park, with a trail winding down
the hillside overlooking the Strand Beach & Pacific Ocean

e Dana Point Preserve,

29.4 acres of preserved native

habitat owned and managed by the Center for Natural
Lands Management for the protection of rare and
endangered species

Photo: Jody Marcon
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Protecting What Remains

The plant communities at the Dana Point Headlands provide examples
of native southern California wilderness. The coastal sage scrub plant
community is sometimes referred to as soft chaparral because the plants
are mostly low growing, flexible, and have soft leaves. Coastal sage
scrub plants are adapted to cool wet winters and warm dry summers,
thrive on the ocean influence (fog/humidity) and support a diverse
number of organisms. Dominant plants of this community are the
Coastal Sagebrush and Flat Topped Buckwheat.

A second plant community found on-site is coastal bluff scrub. This
community is located along the unstable slopes of the cliffs, often
found on vertical substrate and taking advantage of the rich marine
influence. Dominant plants of this community are Cliff Spurge and
California Boxthorn.

To date the habitat has
been identified to support:

e Approximately 110
native plants species

— Fifteen plant species are on the
California Native Plant Society
rare plant inventory

e Over 175 animals species

— Two animal species are on the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Threatened and Endangered
Species List
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Center for Natural
Lands Management

Center for
Natural Lands
Management

‘The Center for Natural Lands Management (CNLM) is a non-
profit 501(c)(3) organization that owns, manages, or protects
more than 100 natural areas in California and Washington.
Within the Headlands area, it owns and manages the 29.4-acre
Dana Point Preserve—an area that is home to the endangered Pa-
cific pocket mouse and threatened coastal California gnatcatcher.
A generous donation by the Harry and Grace Steele Foundation
made possible the purchase of this property and the establishment
of a management endowment. CNLM appreciates tax-deductible
donations to allow for better protection of the rich but sensitive
biological assemblage on this Preserve.

At its Dana Point Preserve, CNLM:

e Monitors the endangered and sensitive species

® Manages the vegetation on the Preserve for the benefit
of native species

® Monitors for threats and takes appropriate protective actions

e Conducts research and collaborates with other scientists to
improve management

e Works with the City of Dana Point to ensure that Preserve
visitors have a safe and enjoyable trail experience while not
impacting the endangered species and sensitive habitat
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) _ Qsprey Peregrine
(Pandion halzend) (Falo per The Pacific Pocket Mouse (Perognathus
longimembris pacificus) once thought extinct
until rediscovery in 1993 is listed as Federally
Endangered. Extant wild populations of the
Photo: Jobm C. Avre S _ TN Pacific Pocket Mouse are known to be at Dana
' ‘ Point and Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton.
Anna’s Hummingbird Bushtit Black Phoebe rick's W It is one of the smallest rodents in North America
(e A e el ) (Sayornis nigricans) and is active only at night. It eats seeds and
stores them in its furry external cheek pouches
(pockets). Pocket mice burrow and hibernate

—— N\ most of the winter.
Photo: John C. Avise ot . fvis
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Bush Monkeyflower Bush Sunflower Coastal Prickly Pear Lemonade Berry Y Deerweed
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Coastal California Gnatcatcher

The Coastal California Gnatcatcher (POIZUP tila “ﬂ[lﬁr”l‘ﬂ a Western Fence Lizard Side Blotched Lizard ai Veas Desert Cottontail Coyote X Raccoon
Cll/ifb?’ilifll) isa federally threatened SOngbifd found only in idophorus hyper) (Sceloporus occidenta (Uta stansburiana) ‘M ) ) (Sylvilagus audobonii) (Canis latrans) ~ (Urocyn cinereo cis) (Procoyn lotor)
coastal sage scrub vegetation from Ventura County to Baja
California, Mexico. Its call is similar to a kitten’s mew. : t v : = g ! y
Nesting season for this species occurs between B isew N7 . ] : i b e ) ==
February 15 — August 31. Ten to Thirteen breeding pairs ; ! e A7

. ; . ) o ; ’ J 3 5 - John C. Avis y es & Phim: Photo: CNLM Photo: CNLM
occur in the Headlands Conservation Area native habitat. - - = :
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