
 CITY OF DANA POINT 
PLANNING COMMISSION  

AGENDA REPORT 
 

 
DATE: MAY 24, 2021   
 
TO: DANA POINT PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
FROM: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 BRENDA WISNESKI, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 BELINDA DEINES, PRINCIPAL PLANNER 
 
SUBJECT: 2021-2029 HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Planning Commission receive a presentation 

introducing the draft Housing Element sections, receive public 
comments and provide feedback for consideration. 

 
APPLICANT:  City of Dana Point  
  
LOCATION:   Citywide 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL:  Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 

the project is found to be Categorically Exempt per Section 
15306 (Class 6 – Information Collection) in that the project 
involves basic data collection, research, and information 
gathering purposes leading to an action which a public agency 
has not yet approved or adopted. 

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
In order to address the housing needs in California, State law requires that each 
jurisdiction adopt a Housing Element as a chapter of its General Plan.  The Housing 
Element includes the City’s housing strategy to plan for existing and project housing 
demand, identify adequate sites to accommodate the City’s allocated share of regional 
housing needs, and analyze local policies, regulations, and requirements that have the 
potential to constrain development of housing for all income levels. 
 
State law requires the City to update the Housing Element every eight-years. Also as 
required by State law, the Safety Element must be evaluated and updated as part of the 
Housing Element Update.  On May 19, 2020, the City Council approved the agreement 
with PlaceWorks (Consultant) to assist the City in amending its Housing Element for the 
2021-21 planning period and updating its Public Safety Element.   
 
The Housing Element Update for the 6th Cycle RHNA is due to HCD for certification by 
no later than October 15, 2021. 
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DISCUSSION:   
 
Work is underway to develop the City’s Housing Element update, focusing on identifying 
housing sites to meet the Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) and updating the 
housing programs to meet current housing laws.  Specifically, the amendment will update 
goals, policies, programs, and quantified objectives (pursuant to Government Code 
Sections 65583 et seq.) to address identified housing needs and constraints based on 
the effectiveness and continued appropriateness of existing programs, information 
received through public outreach, the analysis of constraints, and findings from the needs 
assessment.  A public outreach program for the project was initiated in January 2021, and 
a summary description of the completed tasks will be prepared as part of the update.    

 
Table 1 

Public Outreach Program 

Date Task 

January-May 2021 Stakeholder Interviews 

March 22, 2021 Planning Commission Study Session 

March-May 2021 Online Housing Priorities Survey 

April 1, 2021 Youth Board Workshop 

April 20, 2021 City Council Scoping Session 

May 20, 2021 Virtual Community Workshop 

June 5, 2021 Pop-Up Community Workshop 

 
RHNA 
 
RHNA allocation is a “fair share” number of units in four income categories as determined 
by the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG).  The State assigns the 
total number of units for the region, and SCAG adopts a methodology to determine the 
number for each city.  The existing 2013-2021 Housing Element addresses an allocation 
of 327 RHNA units for the 5th Cycle. 
 
The 6th Cycle RHNA is the next Housing Element cycle from June 30, 2021 to October 
15, 2029.  HCD provided SCAG with the minimum regional housing need of 1,341,827 
units for the 6th Cycle to distribute among local jurisdictions.  The 6th Cycle RHNA planning 
period allocates 530 units to the City of Dana Point in the following income categories:  
 

Table 2 
Cycle 6 RHNA Allocation (2021-2029) 

Income Category Number of Units 

Very-Low Income Households (0-50% median) 147 

Low Income Households (51-80% median) 84 

Moderate income households (81-120% median) 101 

Above moderate-income households (121%+ median) 198 

TOTAL 530 
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Staff believes the City’s RHNA is attainable based on development potential in Town Center, 
as well as anticipated rezoning in Doheny Village and construction of accessory dwelling 
units (ADUs).   
 
2021-2029 Housing Element 
 
For the 2021-2029 Housing Element Update, the City released administrative draft 
sections of the Element to provide the opportunity for public review.  The sections made 
available on the City’s website include the Community Profile, Evaluation of Previous 
Housing Strategies, Housing Constraints, and Residential Land Resources, which are 
attached as Supporting Document 1.   
 
Community Profile – Includes an evaluation of the City’s existing population and housing 
characteristics in order to inform the establishment of housing goals, programs, and 
quantified objectives.  This section provides statistical analysis of demographic and 
housing factors that influence the demand for and availability of housing.  The purpose of 
this section is to identify existing housing needs for the City’s population. 
 
Evaluation of Previous Housing Strategies – This section is required to address statutory 
regulations to review the prior 2013-2021 Housing Element’s appropriateness toward 
contribution of the state housing goal, effectiveness in attainment of community goals and 
objectives, and progress in implementation of the Housing Element.  The evaluation 
matrix quantifies the level of achievement and evaluates the effectiveness for each 
program. 
 
Housing Constraints – This section details the governmental and non-governmental 
constraints which may hinder the ability for the City to achieve its housing goals  Housing 
Element law requires an analysis of the following governmental factors: land use controls 
(land use element and zoning), building codes and enforcement, site improvements, local 
processing and permit procedures, and fees and other exactions.  This section also 
analyzes potential and actual non-govermental constraints including: environmental, 
infrastructure, residential land resources, land prices, construction costs, and financing.  
 
Residential Land Resources – This is also commonly referred as the site inventory and 
details the City’s capacity to accommodate its RHNA allocation for the 6th Cycle.  The 
inventory provides an analysis of planned/entitled housing projects, vacant land, and 
underutilized land that is designated for or may be approved for residential use. 
 
Furthermore, SCAG prepared a Local Housing Data report for Dana Point, which has 
been pre-certified by HCD to be included as part of the Community Profile section.  This 
report is attached as Supporting Document 2 and will be included as an addendum to the 
Housing Element update.   
 
The draft sections of the Housing Element can be found on the project webpage: 
https://www.danapoint.org/residents/housing/housing-element  

https://www.danapoint.org/residents/housing/housing-element
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A preview of recommendations for the draft housing programs and Affirmatively 
Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) analysis will be presented at the Planning Commission 
meeting.  It is anticipated that these draft sections will be available online for public review 
after May 25, 2021.  The draft Element in its entirety will be presented to the City Council 
on June 15, 2021, and subsequently submitted to HCD for review and approval.   
 
Project Schedule 
 
In order to meet the State’s Housing Element deadline, staff proposes the project timeline 
presented in Table 3.  The review and adoption of the Public Safety Element will follow 
the same timeline. 
 

Table 3 
Element Update Schedule 

Milestone Timeline 

Community Outreach March – May 2021 

Public Review of Draft Updates May 2021 

PC and CC Review and Direction to forward to HCD May-June 2021 

Submit Draft Housing Element to HCD  June 2021 

Prepare CEQA Review June 2021 

HCD 60-day review  June – July 2021 

Revise Housing Element per HCD Comments August 2021 

PC and CC Public Hearings September – October 2021 

Housing Element Due Date October 2021 

 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 
The purpose of this presentation is to introduce the draft Housing Element sections to the 
Planning Commission and members of the public.  The Consultant will provide a 
presentation with an overview of the draft sections, including recommendations for 
proposed housing programs and AFFH analysis.  Staff recommends that the Planning 
Commission receive public comments and provide feedback for consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                    _   
Belinda Deines, Principal Planner Brenda Wisneski, Director 
 Community Development Department 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
 

 
Supporting Documents 

 
1. Draft Housing Element Sections  
2. SCAG Local Housing Data Report 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENT 1: Draft Housing Element Sections 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENT 2: SCAG Local Housing Data Report 
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