
 CITY OF DANA POINT 
PLANNING COMMISSION  

AGENDA REPORT 
 

 
DATE: MAY 10, 2021   
 
TO: DANA POINT PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
FROM: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 BRENDA WISNESKI, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 BELINDA DEINES, PRINCIPAL PLANNER 
 
SUBJECT: DOHENY VILLAGE ZONING DISTRICT UPDATE DRAFT EIR 

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Planning Commission conduct a community 

workshop on the Doheny Village Zoning Code Update Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) which shall include a 
staff/consultant presentation, Commissioner questions and 
comments, as well as public comments. 

 
APPLICANT:   City of Dana Point  
  
LOCATION:   Doheny Village 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL:  Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 

the project is found to be Categorically Exempt per Section 
15306 (Class 6 – Information Collection) in that the project 
involves basic data collection, research, and information 
gathering purposes leading to an action which a public 
agency has not yet approved or adopted. 

 
BACKGROUND:   
 
On December 3, 2019, the City Council authorized contract renewal with Michael Baker 
International to prepare the EIR for the Doheny Village Plan Zoning Code Update.  In 
March 2020, City staff and consultants resumed work on the project’s EIR.  A Notice of 
Preparation was sent to various agencies and interested parties, in addition to an 
advertisement published in Dana Point Times.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
scoping meeting was cancelled and rescheduled to May 21, 2020, which was conducted 
telephonically and posted on the City’s YouTube page. 
 
On April 26, 2021, the Draft EIR was posted on the City’s environmental webpage for 
public review.  A Notice of Availability was sent to all property owners and occupants 
within the project area, regulatory agencies, and posted in Dana Point Times. The 45-day 
public comment period will end on June 9, 2021.  Following the close of the public 
comment period, the consultant and City staff will prepare the response to comments 
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and Final EIR.  
 
The Draft EIR and technical reports in the Appendix can be found online: 

• https://www.danapoint.org/department/community-
development/planning/environmental-documents   

 
DISCUSSION:   
 
Doheny Village Zoning Code Update 
 
On April 26, 2021, the Planning Commission conducted a Study Session to review the 
draft Zoning Code Update, which can be found attached as Supporting Document 1.  
The project involves the establishment of new zoning districts and land use 
designations in the Doheny Village area, which will be integrated into the Dana Point 
Municipal Code as Chapter 9.14, Doheny Village Districts:  

• Village Commercial/Industrial (V-C/I) 
• Village Commercial/Residential (V-C/R) 
• Village Main Street (V-MS) 

 
Overall, the project is intended to integrate unique land uses and special development 
standards which are based upon existing conditions and provide incentives for potential 
future redevelopment.  The proposed regulations prioritize the ability for property 
owners to repurpose and improve existing small lots in order to preserve and enhance 
the Village’s built form and neighborhood character.   
 
The draft Zoning Code Update requires amendments to the City’s General Plan and 
Local Coastal Plan, specifically regarding land use designations and residential density. 
City staff continues to work with the Working Group, community stakeholders to update 
and recommend policy documents for Planning Commission consideration, and 
ultimately City Council review and approval. 
 
Draft Environmental Impact Report 
 
The City, as lead agency, determined that the Doheny Village Zoning Code Update is a 
“project” within the definition of the CEQA.  CEQA requires the preparation of an EIR prior 
to approving any project that may have a significant impact on the environment.  For the 
purposes of CEQA, the term “project” refers to the whole of an action, which has the 
potential for resulting in a direct physical change or a reasonably foreseeable indirect 
physical change in the environment (CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(a)). 
 
An EIR must disclose the expected direct and indirect environmental impacts associated 
with a project, including impacts that cannot be avoided, growth-inducing effects, impacts 
found not to be significant, and significant cumulative impacts, as well as identify mitigation 
measures and alternatives to the proposed project that could reduce or avoid its adverse 

https://www.danapoint.org/department/community-development/planning/environmental-documents
https://www.danapoint.org/department/community-development/planning/environmental-documents
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environmental impacts.  CEQA requires government agencies to consider and, where 
feasible, minimize environmental impacts of proposed development, and an obligation to 
balance a variety of public objectives, including economic, environmental, and social 
factors.  
 
The Draft EIR was prepared in accordance with CEQA requirements to evaluate the 
potential environmental impacts associated with the implementation of the Doheny Village 
Zoning Code Update.  The Draft EIR also discusses alternatives to the project, and 
proposes mitigation measures that will offset, minimize, or otherwise avoid significant 
environmental impacts.  The Draft EIR has been prepared in accordance with CEQA, 
California Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.; the Guidelines for the California 
Environmental Quality Act (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3). 
 
All topical areas that were analyzed were determined to have:  

• No Impact; 
• Less than Significant Impact; or  
• Less than Significant Impact with the Incorporation of Mitigation Measures.   

 
No significant unavoidable impacts would occur as a result of the project. 
 
A summary of the environmental issues and mitigation summary can be found in 
Section 1.4 of the Draft EIR.  Mitigation measures would be required for the following: 

• Tribal and Cultural Resources 
• Geology/Soils 
• Hazards/Hazardous Materials 
• Transportation 
• Air Quality 
• Noise

As of the publish date of this agenda report on May 5, 2021, City staff has not received 
public comments on the Draft EIR.   
 
Community Outreach Strategy 
 
The purpose of the Doheny Village Plan Community Outreach Strategy is to engage a 
diverse group of stakeholders, including residents, business and property owners, and 
community organizations, in the plan development process, and to generate ideas, 
support, and momentum for the implementation of the plan in the year 2021.  A 
summary of meetings since 2017 to date is attached as Supporting Document 2. 
 
Key elements of the Community Outreach Strategy include: 

• Project Webpage Updates: www.danapoint.org/businesses/doheny-village 
o Sign up for e-mail notifications to receive project updates 
o Links to resources available on a dedicated page  

http://www.danapoint.org/businesses/doheny-village
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• Virtual Office Hours 
o Three, one-hour sessions held online via Zoom for the public to ask 

questions and provide feedback hosted by City staff and Working Group 
members 

• Social Media/Marketing Campaign 
o Coordinated visuals and information on various platforms, including 

Facebook, Instagram, print materials, articles, press releases, digital ads, 
and public notices 

• YouTube Clips 
o Learn about the Doheny Village Plan on the City’s YouTube page through 

pre-recorded presentations and short video clips  
• Public Workshops and Hearings 

o Pop-Up Community Workshop on Saturday, June 6, 2021 
o Planning Commission and City Council  

 
These outreach efforts are occurring simultaneously with the public release of the Draft 
EIR and required 45-day public comment period.  A flyer with outreach meeting dates 
and information is attached as Supporting Document 3. 
 
Next Steps 
 
The nexus between the Doheny Village Plan and the City’s 2021-2029 Housing Element 
Update requires that the Zoning Code, General Plan, and Local Coastal Plan 
Amendments be approved by the City Council by October 2021.   
 
The following dates and milestones are proposed to achieve that deadline: 
 

Date Milestone 

May 12, 2021 Virtual Office Hours @ 5-6 PM 
Online via Zoom (link on project webpage) 
 

June 6, 2021 Pop-Up Community Workshop @ 11 AM-1 PM 
Capo Beach Church/Public Parking Lot 
Corner of Doheny Park Road and Domingo Ave. 
 

June 9, 2021 Close of 45-day Public Comment Period 
 

July 12, 2021 (tentative) Planning Commission – Public Hearing 
 

July 20, 2021 (tentative) City Council – Public Hearing 
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NOTIFICATION/FOLLOW-UP:   
 
The Doheny Village Working Group, Doheny Village Merchants’ Association, and 
interested parties were notified in advance of the Planning Commission Community 
Workshop.  The City also placed an advertisement in the Dana Point Times, published a 
press release, and posted notices on the City’s website and social media. 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 
Completion of a Zoning Code, General Plan, and Local Coastal Plan Amendments for 
Doheny Village has been identified as a high priority and necessary to enable 
neighborhood enhancement and revitalization. Staff recommends that the Planning 
Commission receive public comments and provide feedback for consideration.   
 
 
 
 
 
                                                    _   
Belinda Deines, Principal Planner Brenda Wisneski, Director 
 Community Development Department 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Supporting Documents 

 
1. Draft Doheny Village Zoning Overlay District 
2. Community Outreach Strategy – Meetings and Timeline 
3. Doheny Village Plan Community Outreach Flyer 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENT 1: Draft Doheny Village Zoning Overlay District 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENT 2: Community Outreach Strategy – Meetings and 
Timeline 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENT 3: Doheny Village Plan Community Outreach Flyer 

 


