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RECOMMENDATION: That the Planning Commission receive a workshop presentation 

and provide feedback to staff. 
 
APPLICANT: City of Dana Point 
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
At the July 8, 2019, Planning Commission meeting, staff introduced concepts associated 
with the “Joint Use of Parking Facilities” and landscape regulations. On November 18, 2019, 
staff presented follow-up information to questions posed at the July 8th meeting.  Based on 
the feedback from the November 18th Planning Commission meeting, additional research 
is needed related to the landscape regulations.   
 
At the May 14, 2018, Planning Commission meeting, the Commission requested staff 
evaluate ways to improve public awareness of public hearings. Staff has completed this 
analysis and has drafted potential improvements to the public notification process.  
 
On January 1, 2020, new state-mandated requirements came into effect to streamline and 
promote the development of accessory dwelling units (ADUs) and junior accessory dwelling 
units (JADUs).  The proposed Zoning Code amendment is developed to be consistent with 
the State law. 
 
As a result, this workshop focuses on three potential code amendments:  1) accessory 
dwelling units/junior accessory dwelling units, 2) joint use of parking requirements, and 3) 
public notification requirements. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
This workshop includes a presentation and opportunity for input from the Planning 
Commission and the public.  
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Accessory Dwelling Units/Junior Accessory Dwelling Units 
 
Attachment 1 compares the 2017 ADU State law, the 2020 ADU State law, and staff 
recommended local ADU requirements.  The table also provides optional regulations that 
may be incorporated into the local ADU requirements to further encourage ADUs or increase 
limitations.  Staff is seeking Planning Commission feedback on the optional requirements to 
determine if they should be incorporated into the draft Ordinance.  
 
Joint Use of Parking Facilities  
 
Pursuant to the Citywide Parking Implementation Plan and previous public workshops, staff 
has drafted language that will expand the distance parking facilities can be shared from 300 
feet to ¼ mile.  The following is the draft Ordinance language: 
 
9.35.060 Parking Requirements 
(c)(3) Joint Use of Parking Facilities. Multiple uses on multiple building sites may establish 

joint use parking facilities within one or more parking areas located within such multiple 

building sites, provided the following requirements are met: 

(A)   A detailed joint use parking plan shall be approved by a Minor Site Development 
Permit issued by the Director of Community Development pursuant to Chapter 9.71. The 

plan shall show and explain all parking facilities, uses and structures that will use the 

parking and the pedestrian access from the parking facilities to the uses and structures. 

(B)   The boundary of the parking facilities shall be within three hundred (300) feet ¼ mile 
of the uses they serve and connected to the site by an attractive and adequate pedestrian 
path or sidewalk to the satisfaction of the Director of Community Development. 
 
Public Notification Modifications 
 
The 2018 Zoning Code Update included discussions related to story poles.  From that 
discussion the public indicated a desire for improved notification of public hearings.   In 
response, the Planning Commission asked staff to assess the public notification process 
and evaluate ways to improve public notification.  Staff has developed the following to 
improve public hearing notification: 

1) Increase the public notification mailers from ten (10) to fourteen (14) days prior to a 
public hearing.  This will give interested parties additional time to contact staff with 
questions before a public hearing.  It also makes notification of public hearings 
consistent with projects located in Town Center. 

2) Non-residential projects shall provide on-site posting of public hearing notices.  
Posting of project sites is already occurring for projects requiring a Coastal 
Development Permit.  Expanding the practice to non-residential development will 
have minimal impact to staff and improve visual notification of pending public 
hearings.   
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WORKSHOP FORMAT: 
 
The workshop will be an informal meeting open to the public.  Staff will lead a discussion, 
introduce the discussion items, and receive Planning Commission comments.  Public 
comments will be taken during the workshop.  After public comments, the Planning 
Commission can provide additional feedback, comments, and recommendations to staff.   
 
 
 
 
    
Sean Nicholas, AICP Brenda Wisneski, AICP 
Senior Planner Director of Community Development 
 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 

1. ADU Requirement Comparison Table/Optional Regulations 
2. Draft Ordinance Language 
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Supporting Document 1: ADU Requirement Comparison Table/Optional Regulations 
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Supporting Document 2:  Draft Ordinance Language 
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