










 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 18-06-25-XX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
DANA POINT, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING COASTAL DEVELOPMENT 
PERMIT CDP18-0005 FOR THE INSTALLATION OF THREE FULLY 
REMOVABLE ROPES AT THREE COASTAL ACCESS POINTS 
CONSISTENT WITH THE COASTAL COMMISSION APPROVED HOURS 
OF OPERATION AND LOCAL COASTAL PROGRAM (LCP) LOCATED 
WITHIN THE HEADLANDS DEVELOPMENT AND CONSERVATION PLAN 

 
The Planning Commission for the City of Dana Point does hereby resolve as follows: 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Dana Point (the “City”), maintains the real property 
commonly referred to as the Central (Upper and Lower) Strand and Mid-Strand coastal 
access points located within the Headlands Development and Conservation Plan (HDCP) 
area (APNs: 672-641-44 and 672-651-24) (the “Properties”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City initiated an application for a Coastal Development Permit for 
the installation of three fully removable ropes, one rope at the Central (upper and lower) 
Strand and Mid-Strand coastal access through the residential neighborhood consistent 
with Coastal Commission approved hours of operation and LCP; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said verified application constitutes a request as provided by Title 9 of 
the Dana Point Municipal Code; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission did, on the 25th day of June, 2018, hold a duly 
noticed public hearing as prescribed by law to consider said request; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed project qualifies as a Class 1 (Section 15301) exemption 
pursuant to the applicable provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in 
that the project involves a minor addition to the existing coastal access; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at said public hearing, upon hearing and considering all testimony and 
arguments, if any, of all persons desiring to be heard, said Commission considered all 
factors relating to Coastal Development Permit CDP18-0005. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of 
the City of Dana Point as follows; 
 

A) That the above recitations are true and correct and incorporated 
herein by reference; 

  
Findings: 
 

B) Based on the evidence presented at the public hearing, the Planning 
Commission adopts the following findings and approves a Coastal 
Development Permit CDP18-0005, subject to conditions: 
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1) That the proposed project is consistent with the Dana Point 

General Plan and Local Coastal Program, in that the project 
is consistent with the General Plan and Local Coastal 
Program policies associated with coastal access and 
Coastal Commission approved hours of closure as 
specified in General Plan Policy 5.31 for the Headlands 
Development and Conservation Plan, particularly for the 
Central Strand (upper and lower) and Mid-Strand coastal 
access points as the coastal access is through a 
residential neighborhood. 

 
2) That the proposed development is not located between the 

nearest public roadway and the sea or shoreline of any body of 
water, and is in conformity with the public access and public 
recreation policies of Chapter Three of the Coastal Act, in that 
the project is associated with existing coastal access, but 
does not modify the approved hours of operation, and the 
installation of the fully removable ropes during Coastal 
Commission approved hours of closure is consistent with 
the adopted Local Coastal Program and General Plan. 

 
3) That the proposed development conforms to Public Resources 

Code Section 21000 (the California Environmental Quality Act), 
in that the project qualifies for a Categorical Exemption 
Type 1 since the project involves a minor addition of the 
fully removable ropes at the three identified coastal access 
points to enforce Coastal Commission approved hours of 
operation through a residential neighborhood.   

 
4) That the proposed development will be sited and designed to 

prevent adverse impacts to environmentally sensitive habitats 
and scenic resources located in adjacent parks and recreation 
areas, and will provide adequate buffer areas to protect such 
resources, in that the fully removable ropes will be attached 
to existing safety fencing and/or pilasters and no 
modifications or changes will impact any sensitive 
resources. 

 
5) That the proposed development will minimize the alterations 

of natural landforms and will not result in undue risks from 
geologic and erosional forces and/or flood and fire hazards, 
in that the project is the installation of three fully 
removable ropes, one at each Central Strand (upper and 
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lower) and Mid-Strand coastal access which runs through 
the Strand residential neighborhood, and will not result 
in undue risks from geologic, erosional forces, or be a 
flood or fire hazard.  

 
6) That the proposed development will be visually compatible with 

the character of surrounding areas, and, where feasible, will 
restore and enhance visual quality in visually degraded areas, 
in that the single rope attached to the existing safety 
fences and/or decorative pilasters will not modify or alter 
the visual quality of the area during approved hours of 
operation. 

 
7) That the proposed development will conform with the General 

Plan, Zoning Code, Local Coastal Program, or other applicable 
adopted plans and programs, in that the Coastal Commission 
approved and City Council adopted Local Coastal Program 
allows for the installation of a fully removable rope at each 
of the three coastal access points which goes through the 
Strand residential neighborhood. 

 
 A. General: 
 

1. Approval of this application is to allow three fully removable ropes, 
one at each of the Central Strand (upper and lower) and Mid-Strand 
coastal access points during Coastal Commission approved hours of 
closure.  Subsequent submittals for this project shall be in substantial 
compliance with the concept plans presented to the Planning 
Commission, and in compliance with the applicable provisions of the 
Dana Point General Plan/Local Coastal Program, and the Dana Point 
Zoning Code. 

 
  2. This discretionary permit(s) will become void two (2) years following 

the effective date of the approval if the privileges authorized are not 
implemented or utilized or, if construction work is involved, such work 
is not commenced with such two (2) year time period or; the Director 
of Community Development or the Planning Commission, as 
applicable grants an extension of time.  Such time extensions shall be 
requested in writing by the applicant or authorized agent prior to the 
expiration of the initial two-year approval period, or any subsequently 
approved time extensions. 

 
  3. The application is approved for the location and concepts of the uses, 

structures, features, and materials, shown on the conceptual 
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documents.  Any relocation, alteration, or addition to any use, structure, 
feature, or material, not specifically approved by this application, will 
be reviewed for consistency with the conceptual drawings.  If any 
changes are proposed regarding the location or alteration to the 
appearance or use of any structure, an amendment to this permit shall 
be submitted for approval by the Director of Community Development.  
If the Director of Community Development determines that the 
proposed change complies with the provisions and the spirit and intent 
of this approval action, and that the action would have been the same 
for the amendment as for the approved plans, they may approve the 
amendment without requiring a new public hearing. 

 
  4. Failure to abide by and faithfully comply with any and all conditions 

attached to the granting of this permit shall constitute grounds for 
revocation of said permit. 

 
5. Removable ropes shall only be utilized at the Central Strand (Upper 

and Lower) and Mid-Central Strand during Coastal Commission 
approved hours of closures from 10:00 pm to 5:00 am, seven days a 
week. 

 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Planning 

Commission of the City of Dana Point, California, held on this 25th day of June, 2018, by the 
following vote, to wit: 
 
  AYES:    
 
  NOES:     
 
  ABSENT:   
 
  ABSTAIN:   
 
   
 , Chairperson 

Planning Commission 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Ursula Luna-Reynosa, Director 
Director of Community Development 



 

 
Vicinity Map 

 

CDP18-0005, HDCP Removable Ropes at Three Coastal Access 

Points 
 

 

 







































  

CITY OF DANA POINT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 

 

Date:    June 25, 2018 

 

To:  County Clerk-Recorder 

  County of Orange 

  12 Civic Center Plaza, Room 106  

  P.O. Box 238 

  Santa Ana, CA 92702 

  Attn: EIR Clerk 

 

From:  City of Dana Point 

  Community Development Department 

  33282 Golden Lantern, Suite No. 209 

  Dana Point, California 92629 

 

Project Title: Coastal Development Permit CDP18-0005   

 

Project Location:   

The project site includes the two public access points within the Strand Vista Park, which is directly west of 

the Salt Creek Public Parking lot, and the public access that is adjacent to the Strand Club House and 

includes Assessor Parcel Numbers 672-641-44 and 672-651-24.  The project areas are referred to as the 

Central Strand (Upper and Lower) and Mid-Strand Public Beach Access. 

 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:  

A request to install fully removable ropes at three coastal access points consistent with Coastal 

Commission hours of operation and approved LCP within the HDCP. 

 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: City of Dana Point 

 

Project Applicant:  Sean Nicholas, Senior Planner, City of Dana Point, 33282 Golden Lantern, Dana Point, 

CA, 92629, (949) 248-3588  

 

Exempt Status:  (Check One) 

Statutory Exemption 

               Section:                          

               Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268): 

               Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) 

               Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4);15269(b)(c)) 

         _X_Categorical Exemption:  Class:  1    Section: 15301_ 

         ___Exempt:  Sections:         

      

Reason Why Project is Exempt:     

The project includes a minor addition to an existing public coastal access, and the devices will only be 

utilized during Coastal Commission approved hours of closure.   

 

Lead Agency Contact Person:  

Sean Nicholas, AICP, Senior Planner, (949) 248-3588 

City of Dana Point 

32282 Golden Lantern 

Dana Point, CA, 92629 
 

Signature: ____________________________ Date: _____________ Title: _______________________ 

___ Signed by Lead Agency     ___ Signed by Applicant 
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