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 RESOLUTION NO. 15-11-09-XX 
 
 A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

DANA POINT, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING SIGN PROGRAM 
SPP15-0003 FOR A COMMERCIAL SHOPPING CENTER, THE ROW, 
LOCATED AT 34255 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY 

 
The Planning Commission for the City of Dana Point does hereby resolve as follows: 
 
 WHEREAS, L.A.R.D. Investment LLC. (the “Applicant”) is the owner of real 
property commonly referred to as 34255 Pacific Coast Highway (APN 682-152-32) (the 
“Property”); and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Applicant has made an application to establish a new Sign 
Program (attached as exhibit A to this resolution) for a multi-tenant commercial shopping 
center located at 34255 Pacific Coast Highway; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said verified application constitutes a request as provided by Title 9 of 
the Dana Point Municipal Code; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the 
project is Categorically Exempt per Sections 15301 (e) (Class 1 – Existing Facilities) and 
15305 (a) (Class 5 - Minor Alterations in Land Use Limitations) of the CEQA Guidelines in 
that the project proposes minor exterior improvements to an existing commercial center; 
  
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission did, on the 28th day of September, 2015 
hold a duly noticed public hearing as prescribed by law to consider said requests; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at said public hearing, upon considering all testimony and arguments, 
if any, of all persons desiring to be heard, said Commission considered all factors relating 
to Sign Program SPP15-0003. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of 
the City of Dana Point as follows: 
 

A) The above recitations are true and correct. 
 
B) Based on the evidence presented, the Planning Commission adopts 

the following findings and approves Sign Program SPP15-0003, 
subject to conditions: 
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 Findings: 
 

1. That the design, placement, size, and content of the proposed 
signage is compatible with the project architecture in that the signs 
will be finished in materials and colors that match the buildings on 
the site, and are in scale with the size of the project area and 
buildings.  

 
2. That the Sign Program is in substantial compliance with the 

Permitted Sign Types detailed in the City of Dana Point Zoning 
Code. Variations to the standards are permitted with the approval of 
the Sign Program and are justified based on the design of the 
existing building with multiple tenants. 
 

 Conditions: 
 
 A. General: 
 

1. Approval of this application permits the establishment of a new Sign 
Program in conjunction with a major façade update and accessory 
landscape improvements at “The Row” (formerly Dana Bluffs) 
shopping center. The new Sign Program will establish criteria for 
current and future tenant signs for “The Row” located at 34255 
Pacific Coast Highway.  Subsequent submittals for this project shall 
be in substantial compliance with the sign plans approved by the 
Planning Commission, and in compliance with the applicable 
provisions of the Dana Point General Plan/Local Coastal Program, 
Dana Point Specific Plan and the Dana Point Zoning Code. 
 

2. The application is approved as a plan for the location and design of 
the uses, structures, features, and materials, shown on the approved 
plans.  Any relocation, alteration, or addition to any use, structure, 
feature, or material, not specifically approved by this application, will 
nullify this approving action.  If any changes are proposed regarding 
the location or alteration to the appearance or use of any structure, 
an amendment to this permit shall be submitted for approval by the 
Director of Community Development.  If the Director of Community 
Development determines that the proposed change complies with 
the provisions and the spirit and intent of this approval action, and 
that the action would have been the same for the amendment as for 
the approved plot plan, he may approve the amendment without 
requiring a new public hearing. 

 
3. Approval of this application shall be valid for a period of 24 months 

from the date of determination. If the scope-of-work approved by this 
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action is not established, or a building permit for the project is not 
issued within such period of time, the approval shall expire and shall 
thereafter be null and void. 

 
4. Failure to abide by and faithfully comply with any and all conditions 

attached to the granting of this permit shall constitute grounds for 
revocation of said permit. 

 
5. The Applicant or any successor-in-interest shall defend, indemnify, 

and hold harmless the City of Dana Point (“CITY”), its agents, 
officers, or employees from any claim, action, or proceeding against 
the CITY, its agents, officers, or employees to attack, set aside, void, 
or annul an approval or any other action of the CITY, its advisory 
agencies, appeal boards, or legislative body concerning the project. 
Applicant’s duty to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the city shall 
include paying the CITY’s attorney fees, costs and expenses 
incurred concerning the claim, action or proceeding. 

 
   The Applicant or any successor-in-interest shall further protect, 

defend, indemnify and hold harmless the City, its officers, 
employees, and agents from any and all claims, actions or 
proceedings against the City, its officers, employees, or agents 
arising out of or resulting from negligence of the Applicant or the 
Applicant’s agents, employees or contractors. Applicant’s duty to 
defend, indemnify and hold harmless the City shall include paying 
the CITY’s attorney fees, costs and expenses incurred concerning 
the claim, action, or proceeding. 

 
   The Applicant shall also reimburse the City for City Attorney fees and 

costs associated with the review of the proposed project and any 
other related documentation. 

  
6) The Applicant and Applicant's successors in interest shall be fully 

responsible for knowing and complying with all conditions of 
approval, including making known the conditions to City staff for 
future governmental permits or actions on the project site. 
 

7) The Applicant and Applicant's successors in interest shall be 
responsible for payment of all applicable fees along with 
reimbursement for all City expense in ensuring compliance with 
these conditions. 

 
8) The Applicant and individual tenants shall obtain separate permits 

for installation of signs.   
 



PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 15-11-09-XX 
SIGN PROGRAM SPP15-0003 
PAGE 4 
 

B. Prior to the issuance of a sign permit, the Applicant shall meet the 
following conditions: 
 
9) The Applicant shall submit three (3) sets of plans for building plan 

check.   
 

10) Improvements shall comply with the most recently adopted local 
and State building code regulations, which may include the 2010 
CBC, CMC, CPC and CEC with State amendments for disabled 
accessibility and energy conservation, and all other 2010 code 
regulations that may apply. 

 
 C. Prior to Issuance of a Building permit or release on certain related 

inspections, the Applicant shall meet the following conditions: 
 

 11)  After installation, Applicant shall obtain final approval from the 
Planning Department prior to Building Permit final inspection. 
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Planning 

Commission of the City of Dana Point, California, held on this 14th day of September 
2015, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
 
 
  AYES:  O’Connor, Nelson, McKhann, Claus, Murphy 
 
  NOES: None 
 
  ABSENT: None 
 
  ABSTAIN: None 
 
 
 
  ____________________________  
 April O’Connor, Chairwoman 
 Planning Commission 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 ________________________________  
Ursula Luna-Reynosa, Director  
Community Development Department 
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